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This VAT update is published for the general information of 4 Eyes Ltd personnel, clients and contacts. It provides only an overview 

of the rules and regulations in force at the date of publication, and no action should be taken without consulting the detailed legislation 

or seeking professional advice. Therefore no responsibility for loss occasioned by any person acting or refraining from action as a 

result of the material contained in this e-mail will be accepted by the authors or the firm. 

Exhibitions and conferences in Germany 

 

With effect from January 2007, Germany has withdrawn a concession that used to extend to non German 

based businesses in the exhibition sector.  Up until December 2006, foreign organisers of events could 

utilise the reverse charge facility and were not obliged to register in Germany.  From 2007 they are now 

obliged to register in Germany and charge delegates German VAT at the new 19% rate.  The end result of 

these changes means that more events organisers and exhibition companies acting as principals will be 

obliged to register in Germany and whereas in the past they may have been able to recover VAT on their 

costs and expenses, without having to register in Germany, under the 8th Directive procedure, they will 

now have to do so through their German VAT return. 

 

If your business will be affected by these provisions, 4 Eyes Ltd can use its European VAT network to assist 

you with registration and ongoing compliance issues. 


