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This VAT update is published for the general information of 4 Eyes Ltd personnel, clients and contacts. It provides only an overview 

of the rules and regulations in force at the date of publication, and no action should be taken without consulting the detailed legislation 

or seeking professional advice. Therefore no responsibility for loss occasioned by any person acting or refraining from action as a 

result of the material contained in this e-mail will be accepted by the authors or the firm. 

Warning! Only 5 months to submit Fleming backdated claims 

 

Come 31st March 2009 you will loose the right to make a claim covering the period from when VAT was 

first introduced until 1996 (overpaid output tax) or early 1997 for under declared input tax. The 1996/1997 

date may change depending on a case that is yet to be decided. This means that where you could claim 

primarily because there has been a change in the interpretation of the law you need to get the claim in 

pretty soon. The motor trade have made thousands of claims; stables where there was a change in livery 

charges have also done so. More recently we covered a case concerning affiliation fees paid to a sports 

governing body. That case involved hockey but other sports clubs who pay affiliation fees could make a 

claim; fees that were treated as VATable may be exempt. These are just three examples. 

 

The quantum of these claims is considerably boosted by interest so where your claim goes back to the early 

70’s the interest can be enormous. 

 

If you have not at least told your clients that the deadline is fast approaching and they miss a chance 

to claim they may hold you responsible. 

 


