
28/04/2009  4 Eyes Ltd 

WE HOPE YOU FIND THIS NEWS ARTICLE HELPFUL. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER TO RECEIVE 

FUTURE UPDATES BY EMAIL THEN PLEASE SEND A REQUEST TO  

info@4eyesltd.co.uk  

This VAT update is published for the general information of 4 Eyes Ltd personnel, clients and contacts. It provides only an overview 

of the rules and regulations in force at the date of publication, and no action should be taken without consulting the detailed 

legislation or seeking professional advice. Therefore no responsibility for loss occasioned by any person acting or refraining from 

action as a result of the material contained in this e-mail will be accepted by the authors or the firm. 

Some Royal Mail postal services may be liable to VAT 

TNT Post UK Limited (C-357/07) 

The ECJ has essentially followed the opinion of the Advocate General, deciding that the scope of 

exemption for postal services is limited to supplies which are made in the public interest and meet 

the essential needs of the population for postal services at a reduced cost. Whilst it will be for the 

national courts to determine, on the basis of their national postal markets, which postal services 

meet those criteria and qualify for exemption, the ECJ was clear that exemption does not extend 

to services which are supplied on terms negotiated with individual businesses.  

All businesses incurring significant postal charges should therefore review their position pending 

the High Court's judgment in this case. 


