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WE HOPE YOU FIND THIS NEWS ARTICLE HELPFUL. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER TO RECEIVE 

FUTURE UPDATES BY EMAIL THEN PLEASE SEND A REQUEST TO  

info@4eyesltd.co.uk  

This VAT update is published for the general information of 4 Eyes Ltd personnel, clients and contacts. It provides only an overview 

of the rules and regulations in force at the date of publication, and no action should be taken without consulting the detailed 

legislation or seeking professional advice. Therefore no responsibility for loss occasioned by any person acting or refraining from 

action as a result of the material contained in this e-mail will be accepted by the authors or the firm. 

Taxpayer unable to rely on HMRC ruling because factual disclosure was flawed 

Medical Protection Society [2009] EWHC 2780 (Admin) 

This case, which concerns whether the Taxpayer's was entitled rely on a ruling by HMRC. The 

High Court found that the original disclosure letter did not accurately reflect the facts which were 

the subject of the ruling. The 'Sheldon statement' and extra statutory concession did not, therefore, 

prevent HMRC from making a retrospective assessment for underpaid VAT. Businesses which 

wish to rely on rulings by HMRC must ensure that the full facts are clearly disclosed and, if the 

facts later change, must seek a fresh ruling based on the revised factual position. 

 


